
A.P. Environmental Science Course Syllabus   2018-2019 
 
Instructor:  MR. STANLEY    Room:   GREENHOUSE CLASSROOM 
School Phone:  503-844-1900 X 3652   School E-mail:   stanleyr@hsd.k12.or.us 
Website:  http://mrstanley.weebly.com 
 
Texts:  
 
1.  Living in the Environment by G. Tyler Miller and Scott E Spoolman, 16th edition, 2009 Brooks/Cole 
Publishers  
 
2.  Various current events articles from The Oregonian Newspaper, CNN.com, and The Economist. 
 
3. The Habitable Planet:  A Systems Approach to Environmental Science, presented by Annenberg Media, 
located at http://www.learner.org/resources/series209.html 
 
 
Course Description: AP Environmental Science is a full-year course designed to the equivalent of a one-
semester, introductory college course in environmental science. Unlike most other introductory-level college 
science courses, environmental science includes many disciplines, including geology, biology, environmental 
studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography. The AP Environmental Science course has been 
developed to be a rigorous science course that stresses scientific principals and analysis and includes a 
laboratory and/or field component. It is intended to enable students to undertake, as first-year college 
students, a more advanced study of topics in environmental science. Both in breadth and level of detail, the 
content of this course reflects what is found in many introductory college courses in environmental science.  
 
Themes Addressed:  

 Science is a process        Humans have an interconnected relationship with the Earth’s systems 
  Population control   Sustainability    Nutrient cycling  

 Environmental problems have a cultural and social context  
 
List of Standards:  Please see page 8 of AP COURSE DESCRIPTION pdf at http://mrstanley.weebly.com 
Or download the pdf from https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-environmental-science 
 
Prerequisites:  None required, but recommended for juniors or seniors who have successfully completed 1 
year of Biology and 1 year of Chemistry.  
 
Recommended materials:  Proper equipment is important to every field scientist. These tools will allow you to 
participate and enjoy the class fully.   3 Ring Binder        Loose Leaf Paper       Colored pencils            
 
Absences: 
Regular attendance is the best assurance of receiving the information you need to be successful in class.  If 
you are absent for any reason: 

1. CHECK-IN WITH YOUR CLASSMATES. 
2. BORROW THEIR MATERIALS. 
3. CHECK THE CLASS WEBSITE. 
4. Then… ask the teacher. 

 

http://mrstanley.weebly.com/
http://mrstanley.weebly.com/
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-environmental-science


Course Policies 
 

I do not round up grades.  If you earned a 79.9% at the end of the term, for example, that is a very high ‘C’ grade 

– the highest, in fact.  Students concerned about being on the border at grading time should take full 

opportunity of test fixes, and any other chance to earn points – including, most importantly, preparing diligently 

for exam. 

       
 Grade brackets     Grade contribution 
 A 90.0% to 100%    Exams, quizzes……………..85% 

B 80.0% to 89.9%    Labs………………………………10% 
C 70.0% to 79.9%    Worksheets, cases………….5% 
D 60.0% to 69.9%    Note:  These are approximate percentages. 
F         … to 59.9 AP Exam          

                

All students enrolled in AP Environmental Science will be taking the AP Environmental Science exam in May 

2019.  The AP program has a culminating exam for each course in May that is put together by the College Board. 

This is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their comprehensive learning throughout the year and 

possibly earn college credit based on their exam score. The cost of this exam is approximately $75-$100 per 

exam, depending on the College Board fee and various state funding each year. Financial assistance is offered to 

students who are registered for the F/R lunch program, and is also available for students and families with 

financial need. Registration for the exam is online usually opening in January and closing in March, when exams 

are ordered. Please be aware of these deadlines and fees to ensure you are registered for this opportunity! 

Students who do not wish to take the exam from the College Board will be taking it in my classroom on exam 

day, and their score on that exam will go toward their grade in the class. 

 
Late Work:      Students are eligible to earn A MAXIMUM OF 75% OF THE POSSIBLE POINTS for late work.   Late 

work is accepted up to 2 weeks after the original due date.  If a student was in class 

1. On the day the assignment was given, AND  2. On the day it was due then they need to turn it 

in when I ask for it.  Otherwise, it will be marked “Late”. 



 

Test re-takes and Test fixes                         

Re-takes:  I strongly discourage retaking exams for a variety of reasons. The re-take may be an entirely different 

exam, testing the same content, but in an entirely different format – usually essay.  It is much better, in my 

opinion, for students to look forward rather than back, and change their habits on the NEXT exam.  If their 

energy is on previous material, then it won’t be on the current material. 

 

Fixes:  Students wishing to improve their score on an exam or quiz can “fix” it by writing complete sentences 

that feature the information they did not master first time around.  Spelling and grammar count, and the 

amount of fix points is determined by the instructor, but can amount to an entire letter grade improvement.  

STUDENTS MUST BE PRESENT ON THE ORIGINAL TEST DAY, AND ON THE DAY OF FIXES TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR 

THESE IN-CLASS FIX POINTS.  Other fix points can be earned up to 2 weeks after the exam date, but they often 

involve considerably more effort and writing. 

 

Cheating, a.k.a. Academic Dishonesty 

The worst a student can do on any whole graded item (exam, quiz, lab, assignment, etc.) is 50% of the points. 

Prohibited events include, but are not limited to, using or sharing prohibited study aids or other written 

materials on tests or assignments. Academic dishonesty also includes sharing, collaborating, or communicating 

with others on tests or assignments, before or during tests or assignments, in violation of direction of the class 

instructor. Academic dishonesty may also include knowingly sharing false information or knowingly misleading 

another to reach a false answer or conclusion. Plagiarism, or using ideas or writings of another as your own, will 

not be tolerated.    Students who engage in academic dishonesty may complete an alternative assessment 

chosen by staff. Discipline may involve the District prohibiting the student from participating in school-

sponsored activities or events; detention, denial, or revocation of school-conferred titles, distinctions, honors or 

privileges; or suspension or expulsion. 

 

 

 



Cell phones, ear buds, headphones, and tablets 

Phones that are used, or are visible, will be confiscated by the classroom teacher/staff¬ member and turned into 

the main office. 1st offense – Cell phone confiscated and teacher will return at the end of class. 2nd offense – 

Cell phone confiscated and parent/guardian may pick-up in main office.  3rd offense – Cell phone confiscated 

and parent/guardian may pick-up in main office, resulting in suspension for the student. 

Laptops, or tablets with a separate keypad, may be permissible per arrangement with instructor. 

 

Kindly, 

Mr. Stanley 


